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economic strain of World War I, the British government sought a military strategy for policing its newly
acquired Middle East mandates. AEer a successful demonstration of airpower's eGectiveness in Somaliland, the
British adopted and implemented an air control strategy in Mesopotamia, Transjordan, Palestine, and Aden.
Until 1936 air control was the military strategy for those areas. Air control changed the central notion of
military strategy in that theater from a surface-based to an aerial-based scheme. The Royal Air Force (RAF)
enjoyed success and encountered failure when it employed the air control strategy under various conditions.
AEer World War II, almost 20 years aEer the RAF abandoned air control, the United States Air Force (USAF)
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