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1864. Rev. Dr. Post - Dear Sir: The patriotism, wisdom and eloquence which you have always exhibited in the
discussion of public questions, inspire us with the liveliest desire to hear the oration on National Regeneration,
which you recently pronounced at the Commencement of Middlebury College. Believing that an expression of
your views upon the restoration and renovation of the Union would be of public service, we cordially invite you
to deliver that Address at the Hall of Washington University. The encouragements to loyalty which are based
upon political philosophy, enforced by historic example and pervaded by Christian sentiment, cannot fail to be
eminently useful. We solicit an early compliance with this request. Yours very truly, W. G. Eliot, C. S. Greeley,
George Partridge, James E. Yeatman, Wayman Crow, F. B. Chamberlain, James Richardson, S. B. Kellogg, S. C.
Davis, J. P. Collier, Henry Hitchcock, S. Waterhouse. St. Louis, October 22d, 1864. Messrs. Eliot, Waterhouse, and
others. Gentlemen: | feel highly honored by your invitation to re-present the address delivered by me last
summer at the anniversary of Middlebury College. A request from such a source would ever induce a
compliance, if in my power. But it would be impossible for me to reproduce the address in exact form, as it was
not reduced to writing. Its theme was the Palingenesy, or the Reconstruction and Renovation of Nations and
Civilizations, with special reference to our own country and time. It deals with the ideas which must be the
primordial and organic...
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