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was occupied by the Emperor, the Patriarch, and the Greek
Bishops, twenty-five in number, with the Cruce-aignati, monks
and clergy; the Holy Gospels being placed in the midst according
to ancient custom. 87. The Synod was thus opened on April 9,
1438, being Wednesday in Holy Week, with The Synod Hymns,
Prayers, and Addresses, but withAprifg out any public
Celebration of the Liturgy. r438-The Preliminaries having been
thus disposed of, and Easter being passed, the Latins were
anxious to begin with the main question at issue; but the Greeks
urged that the majority of the Western Bishops were still at
Basel, and wished to await their arrival. They agreed however,
that, in the meantime, selected advocates, twelve from each
side, should discuss the question of Purgatory and other subjects
in which the Churches differed. These discussions lasted from
June 4 to July 17....
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