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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.THE Christian family is the unit which
goes to build up the Catholic Church. To vary the metaphor, the Holy Family of Nazareth was the mustard-seed
out of which the vast tree of the Universal Church has grown. In Joseph and Mary and the Holy Child we have
the prototypes and models of the Father, the Mother, and the children who form the Catholic Family. Indeed, it
is the ideal of the Family which pervades the whole constitution and life of the Church. Our Lord in His parables
frequently refers to Almighty God as the Father of the family (paterfamilias), or simply as the Father. Think of
the touching parable of the Prodigal Son. Christ taught us when we pray to address God as Our Father. St. Paul
tells us that aGer Him all fatherhood in heaven and earth is named (Eph. iii. IS). As Joseph, the foster-father, or
legal father, of Christ in the home of Nazareth was, as spiritual writers tell us, the vicar er vicegerent of the
Heavenly Father on earth-so that Mary could call him to her Divine Son, Thy father (Luke ii. 48)-so do we style
the vicar or vicegerent of Our Lord on earth, the visible head of His Church, the Holy Father. And we love to
speak of the Church herself as Holy Mother Church, and are proud to call ourselves her children. Everywhere
the same analogy of the Family life and relationship-Father, Mother, Children. The Christian Family, then, is a
very sacred thing. I t is God s ordinary means for the salvation of souls. The Christian Home is a shrine, an ark in
which is preserved...
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