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Theology of the present differs from that of the past in so far as its views of God and of our relations to him and
to each other, and of our present and future existence, take a much broader scope, and grasp with the hands
of a stronger and more rational faith the great fact of Immortality. For the people of this age we want the
poetical fervor of our own times; we want the ideas by which our thoughts and feelings are inspired, embodied
in verse, so that our songs of praise, our words of cheer, and our devotional aspirations may be harmonious
responses to the highest conceptions of the soul. And we have these. The poetry of to-day is replete with the
hopes and faiths of to-day. It is practical, and at the same time glowing with a spiritual beauty commensurate
with the loftiest ideality of the mind. It has been called forth by the stirring events transpiring around us; - it is
the living inspiration of our age; is adapted to a faith in a present revelation from the spirit-world, and is fully
expressive of the high and glorious impulses of Divinity within us that move our thoughts to action in behalf of
an absolute freedom of mind and body. The result of an effort to gather this poetry and present it in connection
with an appropriate selection of music is found in this volume. In the pursuit of this object we have not
forgotten the past. Our ancestry...
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