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BY THE GRACE OF GUILE: THE ROLE OF DECEPTION IN NATURAL
HISTORY AND HUMAN AFFAIRS

Oxford University Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 368 pages. Dimensions: 9.3in. x 6.3in. x
1.4in.The nihilists are right, admits philosopher Loyal Rue. The universe is blind and aimless, indi@erent to us
and void of meaning. There are no absolute truths and no objective values. There is no right or wrong way to
live, only alternative ways. There is no correct reading of a text or a picture or a dance. God is dead, nihilism
reigns. But, Rue adds, nihilism is a truth inconsistent with personal happiness and social coherence. What we
need instead is a new myth, a noble lie. Only a noble lie can save us from the psychological and social chaos
now threatened by the spread of skepticism about the meaning of life and the universe. In By the Grace of Guile,
Loyal Rue o@ers a wide ranging look at the importance of deception in nature and in human society,
concluding with an argument for a noble lie to replace the religious beliefs rejected by modern thought. Most of
the book is a provocative apology for deception, illuminating its role in the shaping of history, evolution,
personality, and society. Ranging from the Bible and Greek philosophy, to Saint Augustine and Montaigne, to
Galileo, Kirkegaard, and Freud, Rue shows that it may be more accurate to describe the history of our culture
as a flight from deception than as a quest for truth. He turns then to the natural world to reveal how deception
works at every level of life, ranging from plants that mimic dung, carrion, or prey to lure insects that then
spread pollen, to a remarkable African insect (Acanthaspis petax) that bedecks itself with dead ants and enters
the ant colony undetected to binge at will. Moreover, he points out that psychological research has shown...
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