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indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 Excerpt: .present profit. The time has come for a change. As a people we have the
right and the duty, second to none other but the right and duty of obeying the moral law, of requiring and
doing justice, to protect ourselves and our children against the wasteful development of our natural resources,
whether that waste is caused by the actual destruction of such resources or by making them impossible of
development hereafter. Any right thinking father earnestly desires and strives to leave his son both an
untarnished name and a reasonable equipment for the struggle of life. So this Nation as a whole should
earnestly desire and strive to leave to the next generation the national honor unstained and the national
resources unexhausted. There are signs that both the Nation and the states are waking to a realization of this
great truth. On March 10, 1908, the Supreme Court of Maine rendered an exceedingly important judicial
decision. This opinion was rendered in response to questions as to the right of the legislature to restrict the
cutting of trees on private land for the prevention of drought and floods, the preservation of the natural water
supply, and the prevention of the erosion of such lands, and the consequent filling up of rivers, ponds and lakes.
The forests and water powers of Maine constitute the larger part of her wealth and form the basis of her
industrial life, and the question submitted by the Maine Senate to the...
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