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indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: .and extremely beloved by the people on account of his resemblance to
his father. This, happening suddenly, was imputed to poison, not only by the vulgar, fond of ascribing the death
of illustrious personages to extraordinary causes, but by the king and his ministers. The Count de Montecuculi,
an Italian nobleman, cupbearer to the dauphin, being seized on suspicion w Mem. de Bellay, 818, c. and put to
the torture, openly charged the imperial generals, Gonzago and Leyva, with having instigated him to the
commission of that crime; he even threw out some indirect and obscure accusations against the emperor
himself. At a time wheiv all France was exasperated to the utmost against Charles, this uncertain and extorted
charge was considered as an incontestable proof of guilt; while the confidence with which both he and his
oHicers asserted their own innocence, together with the indignation, as well as horror, which they expressed on
their being supposed capable of such a detestable action, were little attended to and less regard ed. It is evident,
however, that the emperor could have no inducement to perpetrate such a crime, as Francis was still in the
vigor of life himself, and had two sons, besides the dauphin, grown up almost to the age of manhood. That
single consideration, without mentioning the emperor s general character, unblemished by the imputation of
any deed resembling this in atrocity, is more than suHicient to counterbalance the weight of a dubious
testimony uttered during...
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